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19 October 2012 

 
On behalf of more than 2000 undersigned EU citizens, Soteria International, an NGO for 

spiritual human rights, forwards a petition to the European Parliament, requesting European 
authorities to investigate the cases of discrimination, judicial and administrative abuses against 
yoga practitioners in Romania, members of M.I.S.A., the largest spiritual movement in Romania 
and to ensure that Romanian authorities take measures against discrimination and abuses done by 
institutions of the state, media or civil agents who engage in activities that break the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights of the European Union and European Convention of Human Rights.  

Petition Background: 

The practice of yoga was prohibited in Romania during the totalitarian regime of Ceausescu. Yoga 
practitioners were regularly imprisoned; they were kept under permanent surveillance of the secret 
police and constantly faced difficulties at their work place and in their local communities. After the 
fall of the Ceausescu regime the practice of yoga was permitted, de jure. 

Shortly after yoga practice was legalized, Gregorian Bivolaru, a yoga teacher who was often 
imprisoned by the previous regime because of his beliefs, founded a spiritual movement (M.I.S.A.- 
Mișcarea pentru Integrare Spirituală în Absolut) which grew rapidly, opening yoga schools in almost 
every large city in Romania and later in other European countries, uniting tens of thousands of yoga 
practitioners  (nowadays ~35 thousands practitioners worldwide). 

Since its founding, MISA movement and the yoga practitioners following it have been assiduously 
monitored by the authorities, and in various cases some of them were victims of persecutions, 
abuses and discriminations. Meetings of MISA members were often raided by police and people 
were beaten and detained for no reason (as shown in reports of the Helsinki Committee for Human 
Rights  in Romania (1996, 1997, 2004), Amnesty International (1997) and SoJust (2004)). 

The situation escalated in March 2004, when, under the pretext of “threat to national security”, 
around 300 masked and heavily armed policemen from the anti-terrorist forces broke into 16 private 
homes of yoga practitioners in Bucharest, while the warrant they had was actually allowing 
investigation of computer crimes and data traffic offences. The scale and violence of the operation 
was disproportionate: people inside were brutalized, pulled from their beds and pushed to the 
ground at gunpoint, filmed barely dressed, some handcuffed, although no one was manifesting 
resistance. No one was allowed to contact a lawyer, and there were no translators, although a few 
yoga students were foreigners. The media presented the raids as the biggest success of the 
Romanian police in conducting anti-terrorist operations, broadcasting the police’s leaked video 
recordings of people in humiliating situations.  

The police confiscated study materials about yoga, books and booklets, as well as private 
belongings of people (family pictures, personal diaries, etc) that were later leaked to the media and 
used for the purposes of defamation and character assassination. 
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Despite the fact that police did not find any illegal activities or substances, more than a hundred 
persons were forcefully taken to the police, unlawfully detained and forced to sign statements 
dictated by the prosecutors, under physical and mental pressure, again without being allowed to 
contact any lawyer. All the statements were targeted at incriminating Bivolaru at all costs. An 
essential example is the declaration of 17 y.o. Madalina Dumitru which she was forced to sign under 
physical and psychological pressure and in which she was forced to claim having sexual relations 
with Bivolaru. Though she withdrew this declaration on the next day, when she returned to the 
Prosecutors office together with her lawyer, and complained about the actions of prosecutors, it 
was disregarded and she, against her will, was made an injured part (victim) in the follow-up court 
case.   

Following the raid, the Prosecutor’s Office filed two court cases: one involving sexual abuse and the 
other involving human trafficking and extremist activities. After 8 years the cases are still ongoing; 
the first one is now subjected to a retrial in the Supreme Court, even if the defendant was acquitted 
by previous courts. Moreover, the cancellation of previous verdicts invoked legal grounds that can 
only be applied if previous verdicts were not in favor of the defendant.  

In September 2004 the lawyers of Mr. Bivolaru filed an Application with the European Court for 
Human Rights, complaining against the 19 violations of 4 Articles of the European Convention 
committed by authorities, but Romanian authorities continue to deny any violation. Because of the 
many abuses committed against him, Gregorian Bivolaru requested political asylum in Sweden, and 
after a thorough examination, in 2005 the Supreme Court of Sweden granted Mr. Bivolaru permanent 
residence and refugee status and denied his extradition to Romania, stating that Mr. Bivolaru is 
persecuted in Romania for his spiritual beliefs, and that he cannot enjoy a fair trial. 

During the period after the raid, 605 people (out of which 76% with university degrees) gave 
statements about the serious persecutions and discriminations they underwent following the raids 
and the media campaign, for the only reason that they admitted having practiced yoga at MISA 
yoga school. Many persons are mistreated at their work place (in two extreme cases people were 
fired from the Army and the Police, cases of Paul Ivanov and Lucian Gradinariu), a judge (Simona 
Lungu) was forced to resign following absurd charges of immorality and an aggressive press campaign 
that affected her image and credibility, many persons are rejected by their families, sometimes they 
are not even allowed to visit their children, children are marginalized at school if their parents are 
known to be yoga practitioners, etc. 

The procedures applied by the Romanian authorities when dealing with members of the yoga 
movement are unacceptable for a democratic governing. The authorities, by manipulating mass 
media, instigated the public opinion to hate and discrimination, and several prominent political or 
media figures have directly contributed to this. Public was consistently misinformed, the media 
talking constantly about drugs, prostitution, organized crime, slavery, and all yoga students being 
considered “sectants”.  

Among the terrible experiences that many yoga students underwent following the mass hysteria 
created by the authorities with the media support, one stands out. Dana Craescu, 20, a passionate of 
poetry, coming from a small Romanian town, was sequestrated by her own family and forcefully kept 
in a psychiatric hospital and later at her family’s house for almost 9 months (January – October 
2005), with no contact with outsiders, with the purpose of “removing yoga of her mind”.  
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High officials, magistrates, ministers, members of the parliament etc. took a stand and publicly 
accused MISA yoga school, Gregorian Bivolaru, yoga students, requesting drastic punishments, the 
shut down of the yoga school, completely ignoring the presumption of innocence and the lack of any 
serious evidence, thus instigating the public opinion to hate and discrimination. Moreover, a 
genuine persecution was started among the civil servants in order to identify the “dangerous” yogis, 
at the very request of the president of Civil Servants Federation, made public through the biggest 
daily newspapers.  

In April 2005, 70 buildings belonging to yoga teachers, yoga students, or the organization itself, were 
put under sequester following the request for material damages of 8 ex-yoga students claiming to 
have been exploited in the past, and the sequesters were decided without even hearing the 
incriminated persons or running an evaluation of the value of the locations.  

Since March 2004, hundreds of yoga students (especially young women) throughout Romania were 
visited by police officers or invited to hearings by prosecutors, without being told in what capacity 
they are heard, and asked tendentious questions about their yoga practice and possible relationships 
with Gregorian Bivolaru. Many of them were suggested that if they gave up yoga practice the 
harassment would stop. 

Over 20 companies belonging to yoga students were repeatedly controlled by the Financial Guard, 
both before and after the events of March 2004. The controls after March 2004 were heavily 
mediatized, inducing to the public the idea that any yoga practitioner with a private business is by 
default a criminal (ex. Costica Cojocaru, Andrei Gamulea, Catalin Visterneanu). Some of these 
companies could not present the official documents requested, including fiscal reports, since they 
had been seized during the searches in March 2004. Interestingly, most of the questions asked during 
these controls were about the yoga practice and MISA yoga school, and in some cases the owners 
were requested even written statements about their relations with MISA and Gregorian Bivolaru. 

The lawyers involved in Gregorian Bivolaru’s files were also the subject of intimidation measures or 
discrediting attempts in the media. As an example, in January 2006, after the decision of the 
Swedish authorities to grant Mr. Bivolaru the refugee status and permanent residence, a few 
newspapers implied that a lawyer cannot represent both the president of Romania and a suspect of 
several crimes who escaped the Romanian justice, trying therefore to determine a reputed lawyer 
(Dan Apostol) to drop this case. 

Since March 2004 the MISA movement has used all the possible legal means to determine the 
Romanian authorities to stop the abuses, and furthermore to investigate those responsible for these 
illegal and discriminatory acts against thousands of peaceful yoga students. Approximately 100 
memorandums, accompanied by declarations, images, statistics, were submitted to all institutions 
that have responsibilities in such situations: Prosecutors’ Office of Bucharest Appeal Court, General 
Prosecutor’s Office, Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Internal Affairs and Administration, Senate and 
Chamber of Deputies (both to individual members of the Parliament, and to Parliamentary 
commissions, such as Commission for Human Rights, for Justice, for National Defense etc), 
Presidency, Prime Minister, Superior Council of Magistracy, Romanian Secret Service. None of these 
institutions took any measure, nor at least decided to start a proper investigation. 
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In the report from the European Commission to the European Parliament and the Council of Europe 
on progress in Romania under the Cooperation and Verification Mechanism, published on 18 July 2012 
it is stated that “The Commission is in particular extremely concerned by the indications of 
manipulations and pressure which affect institutions, members of the judiciary, and eventually have 
a serious impact on society as a whole”. This observation clearly portrays the situation that tens 
thousands yoga practitioners face in Romania.  

The yet unsolved situation of the M.I.S.A. movement, various tergiversations, and the lack of 
political will to stop the violations of the fundamental rights, as they are stated in the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights of the European Union and the European Convention of Human Rights, has led 
today to the situation in which thousands of Romanian yoga practitioners are constantly under the 
threat of stigmatization and social marginalization, and whose freedom and welfare are at risk. 

 

Based on the abovementioned, there are clear violations of the: 

Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, and namely: Art. 1 – Human Dignity; Art. 3 – 
Right to the Integrity of the Person; Art. 4 – Prohibition of the Torture and Inhuman or degrading 
Treatment or punishment; Art. 6 – Right to Liberty and Security; Art. 8 – Protection of Personal 
Data; Art. 10 – Freedom of Thought, Conscience and Religion; Art. 11- Freedom of Expression and 
Information; Art. 12 – Freedom of Assembly and of Association; Art. 20 – Equality before the Law; 
Art.21 – Non-Discrimination; Art. 47 – Right to an Effective Remedy and to a Fair Trial. 

and 

European Convention for Human Rights, and namely: Art. 3 – Prohibition of Torture; Art. 5 – Right 
to Liberty and Security; Art. 6 – Right to a Fair Trial; Art. 8 – Right to Respect for Private and Family 
Life; Art. 9 – Freedom of Thought, Conscience and Religion; Art.10 – Freedom of expression; Art. 11 
– Freedom of assembly and association; Art. 14 - Prohibition of discrimination; Art. 17 - Prohibition 
of abuse of rights 

 

REQUEST: 

The undersigned request the European Parliament and other European Authorities demand the 
Romanian Authorities to stop the persecution of thousands of European citizens because they 
practice yoga and of the yoga movement MISA in Romania, and to take measures against the 
institutions of the state, media or civil agents who engage in activities that break the European 
Convention on Human Rights. 

 

 

 


